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See — for use in displays and Collective Worship 

• Pictures that make us reconsider homelessness — See picture bank  

● Videos 

• Homeless Jesus statue—https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jm4rUb6uDbE 

• Cristiano Ronaldo surprises a kid on a Madrid's street 2015 — https://

www.youtube.com/watch?v=RKr-U1r1AlM 

• People walk past loved ones disguised as homeless on the street social 

experiment — https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bel3vITdnGE  

• NDCYS have produced videos with the Canaan Trust please visit 

www.youtube.com/ndcyslive  

How do we encounter Jesus through the theme of 

homelessness? 

 

Hear— ideas for the use of scripture and music connected to this theme 

•  Scripture — The Good News Translation has been used to find these references, 

the wording in other translations may not have as clearer link to our them of 

‘Homelessness’: 

• Long — Matthew 25:31-40, Luke 14:7-24, Luke 16:19-31 

• Medium — John 13:34-35, Colossians 3:12-15, James 2:14-18, 1 John 3:17-

18 

• Short — Proverbs 19:17, Proverbs, 21:13, Romans 12:4-5, Philippians 2:4  

• Suggested Hymns & Worship Music — more can be found on 

www.worshiptogether.com (modern worship music) or www.ocp.org (hymn more 

commonly found in hymn books). 

• All are welcome — Marty Haugen 

• Jubilee — Chris Jeffery 

• Open the eyes of my heart Lord — Paul Baloche 

• Whatsoever You Do — Willard Jabusch 

• Eagles’ wings — Michael Joncas 

• Hungry — Kathryn Scott 

• Come to the Water — John B. Foley, S.J. 

• Face of Your Mercy — Words & Music by Jo Boyce, CJM MUSIC 

• Trading my sorrows — Darrell Evans 

• We are called to serve — Julie and Tim Smith 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Jm4rUb6uDbE


ENCOUNTER RESOURCES ADVENT 1 

4 

 

Think — Prayers and Reflections 

• Christ has no body — St Teresa of Avila 

Christ has no body but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours. 

• Homelessness is not an ‘it’, it is a ‘They’. 

‘They’ are fathers, sons, and brothers 

‘They’ are human beings. 

‘They’ are judged, misjudged, ignored and viewed with suspicion. 

‘They’ have labels stuck to them — loser, waster, and scrounger, deserve their 

lot.  

‘They’ rarely experience the label that says, “fragile handle with care,” or the 

gentle approach that comes with it. 

If ‘They’ happen to pass your way, remember ‘They’ have feelings too, and is 

misfortune should ever strike, ‘They’ may become you. 

• Thoughts for meditation — Kayla Robbins 

It’s something you take for granted every day. Connecting with people during a 

conversation, meeting their eyes, and feeling seen. 

For you, it probably happens dozens of times a day, but for people living on the 

street, it’s a rare occurrence. 

More often, people shuffle by quickly, looking absolutely anywhere but at the 

invisible person they’ve chosen to ignore. 

It’s a common behaviour, but what’s strange is the number of people who don’t 

fully realize what they’re doing. Stranger still is the people who think the other 

person won’t notice they’re being ignored. 

The whole, “oh my, I’ve just received a very important text that requires my full 

attention for the next 30 seconds” routine isn’t as convincing as you think it is. 

Especially when it’s been done by the last 20 people who walked by. 

Making eye contact with homeless people instead of ignoring them is safe, 

easy, and costs absolutely nothing. Once you get good, you can even throw in 

a smile, nod, or friendly wave. 

It’s amazing how far a simple acknowledgment of another person’s presence 

can go toward helping that person feel seen rather than invisible and preventing 

dehumanization. 
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If you only ever do one thing to improve your interactions with the homeless 

people you meet, let this be it. 

The Harm of Withholding Eye Contact 

By now you might be thinking, “what’s the big deal?” 

It’s hard to imagine that not engaging with one person on the street is causing 

any real harm. After all, you pass plenty of non-homeless people every day that 

you don’t acknowledge or make eye contact with. 

Surely this is overblown, right? 

Well, yes and no. 

You’re right that there’s little to no harm in one single person ignoring a 

homeless person trying to interact with them. It may be rude, but it’s not going 

to make or break anyone’s day. 

But the thing is, it’s never just one person. 

You can’t really appreciate the scale of the problem unless you experience it 

yourself. But most people behave exactly the same way, and the effect is 

cumulative. 

Imagine a day where none of your coworkers or friends at school would look at 

you, your family all ignored you when you tried to speak to them, and even 

strangers on the street went out of their way to avoid you. 

How would that feel? 

Now imagine it happening every day. 

After a while, homeless people who are subjected to this treatment begin to feel 

as if they were ghosts watching the world but not able to fully participate in it. If 

they try to strike up conversations, their words fall on deaf ears. They’re 

ignored, dehumanized, and invisible. 

Feeling Seen and Being Seen 

What are we afraid of when we try to avoid looking a homeless person in the 

eyes? 

As far as I know, there’s no super-virus that’s transmitted via eye contact, so it 

can’t be that. 

Maybe it’s something less physical. Maybe we prevent ourselves from looking 

because we really don’t want to see. 

When you engage with someone, even in the most basic way like making eye 

contact, you acknowledge your shared humanity. This is what makes the lack of 

eye contact so dehumanizing. But giving it also requires something of the giver. 

It forces you to confront the fact that the person you’re seeing is a fellow human 

in a painful situation, which can trigger your own painful feelings. You also must 

acknowledge the broader societal problems that have put this person in their 

current situation. 

Seeing a homeless person as a person can be confronting. You may feel 

empathy for their situation that was previously held at bay by reductive 

stereotypes. You may feel anger at the injustice of inequality and be moved to 

execute change. Processing all these things in the moment can be 

overwhelming. 

It’s much easier to just shut your eyes, close your ears, wall off your heart, and 

keep on walking by. But as much as homeless people need to be seen, the rest 
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of us need to see them even more. 

Making the Invisible Visible 

The first time you see a homeless person as fully human, equal to yourself, and 

deserving of the same safety and security you enjoy is a unique experience. It’s 

also an experience that we need more people to have. 

Too many of our politicians and other powerful people see “the homeless” in 

aggregate without seeing the individual homeless people. 

They declare crises and start criminalizing homelessness more and more in 

effort to get people out of sight and out of mind. This thinking is short sighted, 

cruel, and will never solve the real problems causing homelessness. These 

policies come from a place of ignorance at best. 

The only cure for ignorance is experience. Experience is what breeds 

understanding, and if you want to fight homelessness in an effective way, you 

first need understanding. 

While homelessness is a complex issue and each person’s experience with it is 

unique, the first spark of understanding comes during that initial experience. 

Before friendship, before conversation, before anything else, the very first step 

on the road to understanding is eye contact. 

Allowing the other person to be seen and allowing yourself to truly see them is 

where it all starts. 

So, the next time you see a homeless person, resist the urge to ignore them. 

Make eye contact. It’s quite literally the least you can do. 

• Statistics 

• https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/homelessness-statistics 

https://www.one.org/us/blog/14-surprising-stats-about-global-food-

consumption/ - food production 

• https://www.homeless.org.uk/facts-figures  

 

Do 
• Diocesan Initiative — Homelessness Sunday will be remembered for the first 

time on Sunday 13th October and the Diocese of Nottingham is asking all 

schools and parishes to acknowledge this, to not just raise money bit to raise 

awareness too. The two people coordinating this are Gillian Sewell of YMCA 

Derbyshire (Gillian.Sewell@ymcaderbyshire.org.uk) and Kevin Curtis of the 

Canaan Trust (kevinc@canaan-trust.co.uk). They are hoping to set up mutually 

supportive arrangements between schools/parishes and local homelessness 

charities. 

• St Vincent de Paul Society — is a international organisation with groups in 

parishes throughout the diocese who do lots of work with homeless people. 

This can help you work closer with your parish community. The society website 

has lots of information about the work that is done to support those in need and 

there are lots of ideas of ways that you can get involved and things that you 

can ‘do’ on their ‘get involved’ page: https://www.svp.org.uk/get-involved 
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• Shoebox Appeals  — As the weather becomes harsher, life for those who are 

homeless becomes harder. One way we can support those in our local 

community is to create a shoebox of items that will help them in their lives. 

Contact your local homeless charity and ask them what would be most useful 

to them (and any items they don’t want!) and then create some gifts for those 

who need help. The boxes could include: 

• Toothbrushes and toothpaste 

• Toiletries 

• Hats, gloves and scarves 

• Snacks 

• Blankets 

• Local charities  

• Derbyshire — Canaan Trust, Padley Centre, Derbyshire YMCA, 

• Leicestershire — Action Leicester, Help the Homeless Leicester, The 

Bridge 

• Lincolnshire — Shelter Licolnshire, The Nomad Trust, p3 Charity 

• Nottinghamshire — Emmanuel House, The Friary, Broxtowe Youth 

Homeless 

 

R.E. 
• GCSE — Gaudem et Spes (29)  

Since all men possess a rational soul and are created in God's likeness, since 

they have the same nature and origin, have been redeemed by Christ and 

enjoy the same divine calling and destiny, the basic equality of all must receive 

increasingly greater recognition. 

Therefore, although rightful differences exist between men, the equal dignity of 

persons demands that a more humane and just condition of life be brought 

about. For excessive economic and social differences between the members of 

the one human family or population groups cause scandal, and militate against 

social justice, equity, the dignity of the human person, as well as social and 

international peace. 

• Come and See — Topic 4 on the Local Church/Community has the strongest 

links to this theme. The Church exists in our towns and cities to make Jesus 

present, to build his kingdom here. Our schools and parishes should benefit the 

whole local community and not just local Catholics.  

Remember! 
It can be easy to get carried away with doing things but we should remember 

that our focus on homelessness is an opportunity to encounter Jesus and his 

love for us (and his love for homeless people). So at the forefront of what we do 

should be the question: How will this help us/others encounter Jesus? 
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Picture Bank 
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