
Guide to planning collective worship with young 

people 

To be used in conjunction with the NDCYS planning sheet 

Step 1 

When planning Collective Worship you will need to begin with a 
theme eg. Helping others, forgiveness, new beginnings. These could 
be based on the liturgical season, on what is going on in school/the 
world/the Church at the time or it might make sense to use the 
weekly themes used on the ‘Extra-ordo-nary’ calendar produced by 
NDCYS https://ndcys.com/extra-ordo-nary/ 

Step 2 

Starting with the ‘See, Hear, Think, Do’ sections, the first thing you need to choose is your scripture 
(which goes in the ‘Hear’ box). You can do this by asking the young people if they can think of any stories 
from the Bible which link to the theme. A good resource to use to find scripture related to a theme is the 
‘topical Bible’ section of the website’ Open Bible’ https://www.openbible.info/topics/ 

Step 3 

Once you’ve chosen your piece of scripture, you can then get the 

young people to start thinking about what they want people to 

see, hear, think and do. There are examples and suggestions with 

the NDCYS resource. Remember, music can be secular as long as it 

links to the scripture and theme and is appropriate.  

https://ndcys.com/extra-ordo-nary/
https://www.openbible.info/topics/


Step 4 

The mission, in the ‘Do’ section, is very important! This is 

something our liturgy and prayer calls us to do. It is an 

active expression of our faith – try to be inventive with 

this, don’t always do the same thing. But make it some-

thing which is simple and specific, and come back to it 

later in the day/week to see how everyone got on with it 

if you can.  

Once you have your elements in your ‘See, Hear, Think, Do’ sections, you can now put 

it into the Collective Worship structure of ‘Gather, Word, Response and Mission’.  

Step 5 

Tips! 

 Try to find a way to say yes to your students! If they make a suggestion, and can explain how it links to the 

scripture, try to find a way to say yes, even if it feels a bit scary! This can help your students to be creative 

and to express their faith in a fun and engaging way.  

 Sometimes less might be more! Encourage your students to think carefully about what they put onto their 

prayer display – challenge them to explain how it links to the scripture. This should mean you don’t end up 

with a rainbow of coloured stone, a loaf of bread, hearts and a million candles! Also, encourage your young 

people to choose the correct liturgical colours.  

 Think about space! This means more than just a prayer cloth and candles, but could mean how/where stu-

dents sit, do they enter the hall in a different way, are there speakers from different parts of the room, does 

the liturgy take place somewhere else because it links better to the scripture (reading about Jesus being out-

side – liturgy happens outside/reading about being welcoming, liturgy happens in the school reception ar-

ea!)? 

 Music doesn’t have to be a hymn – sometimes it might be good to use music which young people will hear 

on the radio. Next time they hear it, it might remind them of what they heard/thought in the liturgy.  Obvi-

ously it needs to be appropriate!   


