
‘Who is my neigbour?’ 
Advent Term 

Homelessness 



Gather 

Sign of the Cross + 

See: Picture of the Good Samaritan on the screen 

Hymn:  

 All are welcome — Marty Haugen 

 Open the eyes of my heart Lord — Paul Baloche 

‘Who is my Neighbour?’ 

Example Introductory AOW—please choose from the various options, or 

even better, give your young people the chance to create their own AOW  

Word 

Intro: ‘A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Luke’  Response: ‘Glory to you O Lord’ 

Luke 10: 25-37 

After the Gospel: ‘The Gospel of the Lord’ Response: ‘Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ’ 

Video for older students: ‘A Good Samaritan’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knujQ81iWjk  

Video for younger students: ‘God’s story: The Good Samaritan’ - https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=MLzdQtetedc  

There is an opportunity here for students to be able to create a drama to act out the 

Gospel reading, artwork to animate the reading etc.  

Response 

 In the story of the Good Samaritan, Jesus gives us the answer to the question ‘who is my 

neighbour’. He chooses a Samaritan too—Jews and Samaritans did not get on with or like each 

other at the time. Why do you think Jesus chose a Samaritan as the person who would be the one to 

stop and care for the person who was in need? What does this show us about who our neighbour 

is? Is it the person we are closest to? The person we have most in common with? Those people we 

like?  

 Jesus shows us that everyone is our neighbour; the person we pass in the street, the friend we have 

at school, the starving person on the other side of the world who we will never meet, the homeless 

person we walk by in the street. Jesus teaches us to see the face of God in everyone around us, and 

that we should be like that Samaritan in the story—if we see our neighbour in need, our response 

should be to act with kindness and love, no matter what differences we might think we have with 

them.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=knujQ81iWjk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLzdQtetedc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MLzdQtetedc


Response 

 Get students to stand up and find someone in another class/year group who they haven’t spoken to 

before. They need to introduce themselves, find out the person’s name and a fact about them. 

Share an act of kindness/fellowship eg. High five, sign of peace, hand shake, fist bump, make up a 

secret handshake. Sit down next to your neighbour who you’ve just met.  

 Can anyone think of any examples where Jesus did what the Samaritan is doing in this story? When 

did He help others? (healing the leper, healing the 10 lepers, healing the deaf man, bringing Jairus’s 

daughter back from the dead, bringing Lazarus back from the dead, healing the paralysed man etc). 

How does Jesus help people now? 

 This statue was originally in a convent in New Zealand—what do you notice about it? (the hands are 

missing) 

 There was an earthquake which destroyed the convent 

building, and left the statue of Jesus with no hands. The sisters 

moved the statue to their new building. 

 They didn’t have it repaired, but instead have it displayed 

next to a sign which says ‘I have no hands but yours’. What do 

you think this means?  

 

 

 Prayer of St Teresa of Avila: ‘Christ has no body but 

yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

Compassion on this world, 

Yours are the feet with which he walks to do good, 

Yours are the hands, with which he blesses all the world. 

Yours are the hands, yours are the feet, 

Yours are the eyes, you are his body. 

Christ has no body now but yours, 

No hands, no feet on earth but yours, 

Yours are the eyes with which he looks 

compassion on this world. 

Christ has no body now on earth but yours.’  

 Video to reflect on this (only for older students)  Are we doing what Jesus asked? Are we doing the 

work of Jesus with our hands and our bodies?: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_52JAbIdE-8  

 Music to reflect on this theme: Have my whole heart—Crossway worship, You are my hands—CJM. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_52JAbIdE-8


Mission 

We are going to begin our theme of ‘Who is my Neighbor?’ by looking at the 

issue of homelessness and those brothers and sisters of ours who are struggling 

without a home to live in, a safe place to be. 

 Create a piece of artwork with a prayer and message to send to a local 

homeless shelter/charity. The aim is for this to be given to someone 

struggling with homelessness to let them know you are praying for them 

and what you are doing in your school to try to help them 

 Contribute to your schools charity drive eg. Donate food, clothes, money 

etc 

 Come up with a way that you can be the hands of Jesus to people 

struggling with homelessness eg. A sponsored event, a way of raising 

awareness and money etc 

 Create a poster in class explaining ‘who is my neighbour’ and what Jesus 

teaches we should do for our neighbour. 



‘Who is my Neighbour’ 

Homelessness activity 1 

Target: Secondary school students 

 

Give students one picture/quote per pair/group 

and get them to think about, discuss and answer 

the questions that come with the picture.  

 

Depending on time available, it would be good 

to swap pictures after a period of time so that 

students are able to look at more than one.  

 

It would be good to end this session with a 

group discussion about homelessness and why 

we should be concerned about other people, as 

well as a prayer.  



 Who do you think this is supposed to be a statue of? How do 

you know that? 

 What do you think about the way the figure is dressed and 

sitting? What is it supposed to make you think about? 

 How does this link to the quote from Jesus in the Bible, 

“Whatever you did to the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did to me’? 

 How does this image make you feel? 

 How does this link to the idea that we should see the ’face 

of God’ in all of those around us?   



 Just in case you didn’t know! The chalice is the cup which 

hold the wine in Mass. During the Consecration the wine 

becomes the Blood of Christ. This is called the 

Transubstantiation (GCSE Key word alert!)  

 What do you think this quote means?  

 Why might some people think that they could find Jesus in 

the Chalice? 

 Why might it be harder to ‘find Jesus’ in someone like a 

‘beggar’? 

 How does this link with the theme ‘who is my neighbour’? 

 Does this mean that Mass and Holy Communion are not 

important? Or is there another message here? 



 What do you think is the intention of this picture? What is it 

trying to make you think about? 

 Why might it be important for us to consider what is going in 

other people’s lives? 

 Why might this be a particularly important message when 

we are thinking about, or when we are faced with, people 

struggling with homelessness?  

 Does this go against any of the stereotypes we might have of 

homeless people?  

 How might this encourage you to act towards a homeless 

person? 



 What do you think this is a sculpture of? Hint: Look carefully 

at the figure’s feet 

 What do you think about the way the figure is dressed and 

how and where they are lying? What is it supposed to make 

you think about? 

 How does this link to the quote from Jesus in the Bible, 

“Whatever you did to the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did to me’? 

 How does this image make you feel? 

 How does this link to the idea that we should see the ’face 

of God’ in all of those around us?   



  

 

 What is the message from the writing in this image?  

 If the Bible is the word of God, why isn't memorising that 

the most important thing to do? 

 What is going on in the picture?  

 How does this link with homelessness? What is the image 

and writing suggesting that Jesus wants us to do? 



‘Who is my Neighbour?’ 

Homelessness activity 2 

Target: All students 

 

In this section, I’ve prepared some selections of 

Bible stories, with responses, suggested 

activities and accompanying music. 

 

There is no expectation or requirement to use all 

of these, or to use them as they are planned out 

here, but the intention is for students to be able 

to focus on the word of God and to be guided to 

look at how it links to the issue of homelessness 

and about how we are being called to act.  

 

Please feel free to adapt and edit this resource 

to suit the young people you will be working 

with.  



Scripture 

The Rich Man and Lazarus — Luke 16: 19-31 

“There was once a rich man who dressed in the most expensive clothes and lived in great luxury every 

day. There was also a poor man named Lazarus, covered with sores, who used to be brought to the rich 

man's door, hoping to eat the bits of food that fell from the rich man's table. Even the dogs would come 

and lick his sores. The poor man died and was carried by the angels to sit beside Abraham at the feast in 

heaven. The rich man died and was buried, and in Hades, where he was in great pain, he looked up and 

saw Abraham, far away, with Lazarus at his side. So he called out, ‘Father Abraham! Take pity on me, and 

send Lazarus to dip his finger in some water and cool off my tongue, because I am in great pain in this 

fire!’ But Abraham said, ‘Remember, my son, that in your lifetime you were given all the good things, 

while Lazarus got all the bad things. But now he is enjoying himself here, while you are in pain. Besides all 

that, there is a deep pit lying between us, so that those who want to cross over from here to you cannot 

do so, nor can anyone cross over to us from where you are.’ The rich man said, ‘Then I beg you, father 

Abraham, send Lazarus to my father's house, where I have five brothers. Let him go and warn them so 

that they, at least, will not come to this place of pain.’ Abraham said, ‘Your brothers have Moses and the 

prophets to warn them; your brothers should listen to what they say.’ The rich man answered, ‘That is not 

enough, father Abraham! But if someone were to rise from death and go to them, then they would turn 

from their sins.’ But Abraham said, ‘If they will not listen to Moses and the prophets, they will not be con-

vinced even if someone were to rise from death.’” 

Response 

This story comes from Luke’s Gospel, and is in a section where Jesus is doing lots of his 

teaching through parables. The parables are stories which Jesus told which had meanings 

behind them; they were intended to teach people how to act in certain situations.  

In this parable, Jesus tells us a story about two people at opposite ends of the spectrum in 

society; a very rich man and a homeless man, called Lazarus.  

The Rich Man carries on with his daily life, eating lots of food and spending lots of money, 

without ever really taking any notice of Lazarus, who is just outside his gates. Perhaps he is 

too busy to notice Lazarus, or maybe he blocks him out on purpose. Maybe the Rich Man 

thinks that it is Lazarus’ fault he is there, that he didn’t work hard enough or did something 

wrong. When in our lives might we have chosen to ignore those we see around us who are 

in need? Have you ever thought that homeless people might just be lazy, and that it might 

be their fault that they are suffering?  

This is the only parable where Jesus gives someone a name, and he gives it to the homeless 

man; Lazarus. Maybe Jesus is giving us a message; homeless people aren’t a number, or a  
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Response—continued 

…’they’, they are human beings, with a name and are as valuable and special as everyone 

else.  

In the end, despite not having been seen to have done anything particularly wrong (he isn’t 

nasty to anyone, he doesn’t hurt anyone or steal anything) the Rich Man goes to Hell 

because he didn’t help the person who he saw in need. 

What is the message Jesus has for us in this story? How do you think He wants us to act 

towards homeless people, or to anyone in need?   

Activity 

Encourage students to think about how Lazarus must have felt in this story, and how it 

might feel to be homeless everyday. They might come up with suggestions like; lonely, cold, 

hungry, in pain, sad, alone.  

Lazarus was so hungry, he dreamt about just being able to eat the scraps which fell from 

the rich man’s table.  

What snacks do you eat, just in one week? See if you can write them all down. Now, do you 

think you could have a go at giving these up for just one week. Speak to mum or dad to see 

how much money you’ve saved and ask if you can give that as a donation to a homeless 

charity or foodbank. 

Music 

Hymns (can be found on ocp.org): 

 One Bread, One Body 

 Bind us together 

 ‘Gather us in’ Marty Haugen 

 ‘Children of God’ Christopher Walker 

Worship music (can be found on worshiptogether.com): 

 Build your kingdom here—Rend Collective 

 Make us one—Jesus Culture 

 Heal our Land—Kari Jobe 



Artwork activity with students—possibly before reading the scripture 

 Have a close look at this picture. Take a minute to discuss it with the person next to 

you. 

 What’s going on with the man on the floor—who do you think he is, why is he there? 

 The man walking down the stairs is a servant—compare him to the man on the floor; 

whose clothes are more expensive? Who looks more healthy?  

 What is going on with the dog? 

 Have a look at the top of the stairs—what do you think is happening up there? 

 Can you think what Bible story this picture might show? 

 



Scripture 

Jesus heals a man—Mark 1:40-45 

“ A man suffering from a dreaded skin disease came to Jesus, knelt down, and begged him for help. “If you 

want to,” he said, “you can make me clean.” 

Jesus was filled with pity, and reached out and touched him. “I do want to,” he answered. “Be clean!”  At 

once the disease left the man, and he was clean. Then Jesus spoke sternly to him and sent him away at 

once, after saying to him, “Listen, don't tell anyone about this. But go straight to the priest and let him 

examine you; then in order to prove to everyone that you are cured, offer the sacrifice that Moses 

ordered.” 

But the man went away and began to spread the news everywhere. Indeed, he talked so much that Jesus 

could not go into a town publicly. Instead, he stayed out in lonely places, and people came to him from 

everywhere. “ 

Response 

I don’t know about you, but when I am sick it is nice to have someone to look after you and pamper you a 

bit; bringing you a hot water bottle, making sure you take your medicine, letting you watch your favourite 

programme on tv! 

This is not what happened with Lepers. Leprosy was a horrible disease which affected the skin and left 

sufferers in tremendous pain. They were not looked after because people were so worried about catching 

it. Lepers were forced to wear ripped, dirty clothes so that they could be recognized, and had to wear a bell 

around their neck and shout ‘unclean’ as they walked around, so that people could avoid them. They had to 

go and live away from their communities and families in a Leper colony—they became homeless.  

How do you think the Leper in this story would have been feeling then? (In pain? Lonely? Scared? 

Desperate? Dirty? Worthless?) 

Everyone else in the community either ran away from Lepers or shouted and threw things at the Leper to 

make them go away. Jesus doesn’t do this; He speaks kindness to the man—He recognises him as a person 

in need of love. Jesus reaches out and touches the man and heals him. How do you think this made the 

man feel? Who knows when was the last time another person was this close to him, let alone someone 

reaching out to him with kind words and a loving touch.  

Who are the people around us in our world, our local communities, our school who might be feeling alone, 

scared or in pain? Have you ever ignored someone in need? Take some time to think about who the people 

are around us who are in need of our love and kindness. Who are they? How could you help them to feel 

the love of Jesus? What can you do? 
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Activity 1 

A Colorful Story (individual) Materials: white paper, variety of art mediums (chalk, watercolors, markers, paint)  

 Give each child a piece of paper that has been folded into thirds. In the left third, ask children to imagine the man who 

was covered with leprosy. What colors would they use to represent the feelings of that man? Fill that portion of the 

paper with one or more colors, using any of the available art mediums (chalk, watercolors, markers, paint, etc).  

  In the middle third of the paper, have children imagine the feelings Jesus may have experienced as he saw the man with 

leprosy. Use one or more colors to represent that.  

  In the right third of the paper, have children choose colors that represent how the man may have felt after he was 

healed from the leprosy.  

Music 

Hymns (can be found on ocp.org) and worship music (can be found on worshiptogether.com): 

 By our love—Christy Nockels 

 Open the eyes of my heart Lord—Paul Baloche 

 Lay your Hands—Carey Landry 

 Pray for a Miracle—CJM 

 You are my hands—CJM 

 Send me out—Fee 

Secular music 

 Lean on me—Bill Withers 

Activity 2 

No Touching Allowed! (pairs) What if, like people with leprosy, we couldn’t touch anyone else? Our lives would be very differ-

ent, and sometimes quite challenging. Materials: oranges (one per pair)  

 Pair children and give each pair an orange.  

  Have the pair place the orange between their foreheads and then try to walk to the opposite side of the room without 

touching each other at all.  

  Try other variations and see what happens (i.e., place orange between partners’ shoulders or knees).  

  After the activity, share the orange as a snack.  

Activity 3 

Students draw around their hands onto some paper and cut it out. Encourage them to think about how Jesus 

reached out and changed the Lepar’s life with his hands.  

Who can they reach out to help? How? Get them to write and draw examples in each finger of their hand (one ex-

ample should be about homelessness). Write a prayer linked to the theme in the palm and decorate.  



Artwork activity with students—possibly before reading the scripture 

 Have a close look at this picture. Take a minute to discuss it with the person next to 

you. What do you think is going on? 

 The man to the left is Jesus—what do you think He is doing? 

 How about the man to the right—who is he? What has happened to him? What is 

wrong with him? 

 Take a look at the people in the background—what do you think is going on with 

them? 

 They are keeping their distance—why do you think this is? 

 Look at the expression on their faces—how do you think they feel and why? 

 Take another look at the man on the right—how do you think he feels about Jesus 

reaching out to touch him? 

 Have you got any idea what Bible story this might be from? 



 The Canaan Trust video: sent out with this resource 

 Steven has been sleeping in a park in London for 7 months, 

but his tent keeps getting vandalised: https://

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00syw9v  

 18 year old Nikita, who has been sleeping on her sister’s 

sofa for months, finally gets an interview with the YMCA. 

After meeting her they will decide if she is eligible for a 

room there. She’s really nervous because this meeting will 

decide whether or not she gets a roof over her head: 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szsbt  

 Speech Debelle visits the hostel for homeless people, that 

she lived in when she left home ten years ago. In this BBC 

Three film ‘Britain’s Hidden Homeless’, she remembers 

how dark and restricting the hostel was, but it also inspired 

the lyrics to her Mercury music prize winning song Better 

Days: https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szsfc  

 Hostel for homeless young mums: https://www.bbc.co.uk/

iplayer/episode/p079wc1r/the-hostel-for-homeless-young-

mums  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00syw9v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00syw9v
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szsbt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p00szsfc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p079wc1r/the-hostel-for-homeless-young-mums
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p079wc1r/the-hostel-for-homeless-young-mums
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/p079wc1r/the-hostel-for-homeless-young-mums

