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Pupils’ football fundraiser helps protect Amazon rainforest  
A [name of town] school has joined a national campaign which is working to protect the Amazon and the lives of the communities who live there. 
In the Amazon, a piece of land bigger than a football pitch is lost every minute and the homes of people who live there are being threatened.  
The pupils at [name of school] wanted to help by raising awareness and funds. 
They decided to organise a football fundraiser in support of international development charity CAFOD’s annual Family Fast Day, which this year is supporting the communities of the Amazon. 
On [date], [details of the event] 
[x], who helped organise the event, said: 
[x] 
Throughout the Amazon, trees are being destroyed at an unsustainable rate - farming companies are clearing large areas for cattle grazing or single crops and communities are losing their land due to mining activity which contaminates land and rivers.  
Thanks to the generosity of fundraisers across England and Wales, CAFOD has already been able to support lawyers working in the Amazon to successfully defend the land rights of 80,000 families to access safe places to build homes, grow food, and make a living. 
This year, CAFOD is hoping to work with local experts to reach thousands more families to help defend and protect the precious rivers, forest and animals of the Amazon. 
CAFOD’s local representative in [name of town], [name], said: 
“Last year, the news of the devastating fires and deforestation in the Amazon rainforest really brought home the urgency with which we all need to protect the Amazon and its people and to tackle the climate crisis.
“It is so inspiring for the whole community to see the young people from [name of school] raising their voices and showing that they want decisive action not tomorrow but today.” 
Find out more at cafod.org.uk/lent
NOTES TO EDITORS
Full interviews and further pictures available upon request 
1. For further information and photos please contact: Elouise Hobbs, +44 (0) 20 7095 5453, ehobbs@cafod.org.uk or, Lucinda Devine, +44 (0)20 7095 5459, ldevine@cafod.org.uk or, CAFOD’s out-of-hours media hotline: +44 (0)7919 301 429
1. CAFOD is the official aid agency of the Catholic Church in England and Wales, and part of Caritas International. Across the world we bring hope and compassion to poor communities, standing side by side with them to end poverty and injustice. Because we work through the local Church, we can reach people and places that others can’t.
1. The school's fundraising will go to support CAFOD's Lent appeal which this year, in addition to highlighting the struggle of communities trying to protect the rainforest, is also raising funds to supports thousands of local healthcare experts who are working to keep their communities healthy and to save lives. You can find further details at cafod.org.uk/lent.
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