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See — for use in displays and Collective Worship 

• Beauty of nature — Our world is full of natural beauty, when we stop to look at 

the landscape, nature, animals it can fill us full of awe. We believe this world 

was created by God for us, this planet is perfectly made for humans to live and 

thrive. This helps us know God’s love for us, and gives a glimpse of a God who 

is the fullness of beauty. Ideas of how where we can use them are:  

• Display of places pupils feel close to God 

• Used in collective worship  

• Art of creation — How do we imagine everything was created and how does 

that help us get closer to God? Images to explore: 

• Michaelangelo’s Creation of Adam 

• Stained glass windows of creation such as at Chester Cathedral 

• Creating our images  

• Food — to remind us of the blessings we receive  

• Food that we have donated  

• Food that we like  

• Amount of food produced 

• Image of weekly rations for refugees compared to average UK family 

• Waste and pollution — to highlight how we need to take better care of our 

school environment 

• Photos of litter on site 

• Photos of amount of food thrown away in bins 

• Harvest 

• Pictures of harvesting and the process of making food — working hand in 

hand with God 

• Pictures of food collected 

● Videos 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n2CG-zOfP0s — scripture quotations 

linked to nature with accompanying videos 

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4Bx7exmRqtY— Beautiful footage of 

nature with piano music 

How do we encounter Jesus through the theme of 

caring for creation & harvest? 

 

Hear— ideas for the use of scripture and music connected to this theme 

•  Suggested Hymns & Worship Music — more can be found on 

www.worshiptogether.com (modern worship music) or www.ocp.org (hymns more 

commonly found in hymn books). 

• Since Your Love — United Pursuit 
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• Blessed are you, Lord (Blessed be God) — Aniceto Nazareth  

• How Great Thou Art — Stuart Hine 

• Laudate Si O mi’ Signore — Damian Lundy 

• Joyful, Joyful, We adore Thee — Beethoven (David Crowder Band do a 

modern version) 

• For the Beauty of the Earth — Carl Kingsbury 

• The Table — Chris Tomlin 

• Secular Music 

• Food Glorious Food — Oliver the Musical 

• What a wonderful world — Louis Armstrong 

• Colours of the Wind — Pocahontas  

• Earth Son — Michael Jackson 

• Scripture — The Good News Translation has been used to find these 

reference, the wording in other translations may not have as clearer link to our 

theme of Harvest and Care of Creation. 

• Short — Genesis 2:15, Genesis 8:22, Psalm 19:1, Joel 2:26 

• Medium — Psalm 126:4-6, Luke 12:16-21, 1 Corinthians 3:6-11, 1 

Timothy 6:17-19, 

• Long — Deuteronomy 8:7-18, John 6:1-13, 2 Corinthians 9:6-15, 

• Writing of the Saints  

• St Francis Canticle of Creation 

• Church Teachings 

In 2015 Pope Francis wrote an encyclical to the Bishops of the world on the 

care for our common home called Laudeto Si (meaning praise to you Lord). 

An encyclical is one of the highest forms of papal legal document and the 

second highest for communicating a particular teaching of the Church 

(doctrine). They are addressed to the Bishops of the world as they are 

responsible for ensuring the truths of our faith are taught to all people. Here 

are some quotes: 

• ‘I urgently appeal, then, for a new dialogue about how we are shaping the 

future of our planet. We need a conversation which includes everyone, 

since the environmental challenge we are undergoing, and its human 

roots, concern and affect us all... All of us can cooperate as instruments of 

God for the care of creation, each according to his or her own culture, 

experience, involvements and talents.’ (LS14) 

• ‘The climate is a common good, belonging to all and meant for all. At the 

global level, it is a complex system linked to many of the essential 

conditions for human life.’ (LS 23) 

• ‘There has been a tragic rise in the number of migrants seeking to flee 

from the growing poverty caused by environmental degradation. They are 

not recognized by international conventions as refugees; they bear the 

loss of the lives they have left behind, without enjoying any legal 

protection whatsoever. Sadly, there is widespread indifference to such 

suffering, which is even now taking place throughout our world.’ (LS 25) 
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• ‘This lack of physical contact and encounter, encouraged at times by the 

disintegration of our cities, can lead to a numbing of conscience and to 

tendentious analyses which neglect parts of reality. At times this attitude 

exists side by side with a “green” rhetoric. Today, however, we have to 

realize that a true ecological approach always becomes a social 

approach; it must integrate questions of justice in debates on the 

environment, so as to hear both the cry of the earth and the cry of the 

poor.’ (LS 49) 

• ‘The universe unfolds in God, who fills it completely. Hence, there is a 

mystical meaning to be found in a leaf, in a mountain trail, in a dewdrop, 

in a poor person’s face. The ideal is not only to pass from the exterior to 

the interior to discover the action of God in the soul, but also to discover 

God in all things. Saint Bonaventure teaches us that “contemplation 

deepens the more we feel the working of God’s grace within our hearts, 

and the better we learn to encounter God in creatures outside 

ourselves”.’ (LS 223). 

 

Think 
• Prayer ideas 

• Asking 

 For those who are without food — where in particular? 

 For those affected by Climate Change — how are they affected?  

 To open our eyes to see God’s love for us in the world — How can 

we encounter God in creation? 

• Thanksgiving 

 For our food — why are we thankful? 

 For our world — what in particular? 

 For God’s blessings — what are they? 

• Penitential 

 For wasting food — Why is it wrong? 

 For not helping those in need — Who are they? 

 For polluting/damaging creation — how does this affect our 

relationship with God? 

• Statistics - here are a few websites with information on food production, waste, 

plastic and the environment. These could help form part of a reflection 

• https://fareshare.org.uk/what-we-do/hunger-food-waste/ - food waste 

• https://www.one.org/us/blog/14-surprising-stats-about-global-food-

consumption/ - food production 

• https://www.theworldcounts.com/stories/amazing_environmental_facts - 

‘live counts’ of environmental issues  

• https://www.theworldcounts.com/stories/amazing_environmental_facts - 

plastic facts  
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Do 
• Making Food — Food doesn’t just appear magically on the plate or in the shop.  

• Younger children — it would be good to explore how basic food such as 

bread is made and the work that goes into it how like the prayers over the 

offering tell us it is the fruit of the earth and the work of our hands. 

• Older pupils — this is an opportunity to explore the ethics of food 

production. To consider the impact that our choices of food we consume 

have on others and how we can make choices that benefit others. 

• Collect Food — the traditional activity of harvest time is to collect food and 

donate to those who are less fortunate. Can this become a regular activity that 

the school becomes a place where regular donations are made and collected 

from for food banks/soup kitchens? 

• Visit Food bank/regular volunteer — Pope Francis often speaks about our 

charitable work should not be at arms’ length. It is actual when we go to the 

margins that we encounter Christ. Can members of your school community 

visit the food banks or food kitchens that you support? See the impact that their 

donations make and encourage them to do more. Another idea would be for 

there to be a regular rota of volunteers from the school community to assist in 

the food bank or soup kitchen to build a stronger link between the 

communities. Where appropriate it could also lead to members of the projects 

joining in school events - Masses, presentations, etc. 

• Recycling - We could make recycling more interesting and a moment of 

encountering Jesus by decorating the recycling bins with beautiful pictures of 

bible stories to do with care for creation and quotes from the scriptures and 

Church teaching. 

• Catholic Charities - there are a number of charities (local, national, global, 

secular and Catholic) that are doing amazing work trying to raise money and 

awareness about environmental and food/water shortage issues. Two are 

highlighted here, there are many more you may already be involved with or 

would like to look into 

• CAFOD - Zero Hero campaign - the Cafod website has a range of 

resources for both primary and secondary schools so that we can get 

involved in pursuing a carbon neutral lifestyle. 

• Mary’s Meals was set up by a young Catholic who discovered that many 

people in developing countries were choosing between getting an 

education and eating. He set up a network of local volunteers to feed 

children in school, ensuring they got fed and an education. The food is 

bought from the local community so they support the local economy too. 

They started in one school but now are present in 18 countries across 

Africa, Asia, South America, Eastern Europe and the Caribbean; feeding 

over 1,000,000 children everyday. It only costs £13.90 a year to feed a 

child everyday and ensure they stay in school.   

• Waste - The feeding of the 5000 ensured there was no waste left over. What 

can we do to ensure we waste less food in school? What can we do in school 

to take care of our environment. 
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• Mass for Harvest — there is a text of the Mass especially for Harvest it can be 

found in the section ‘Masses for Various Needs and Occasions’ and the 

readings can be found in Lectionary number III. 

 

R.E. 
• GCSE — This links with the module on creation could be a great opportunity to 

explore how through creation and our care for it we can encounter God’s love 

for us. Shown especially in Michelangelo's Creation of Adam, God reaching out 

to us and placing us at the centre of creation. 

• Come and See — Topic 9 on the Common Good has the strongest links to this 

theme. This could be an opportunity to either recall what was covered last year 

or when we come to topic 9 in the summer to return to how we encounter 

Jesus in creation.  

Remember! 
It can be easy to get carried away with doing things but it is important to remember 

that our celebration of harvest and caring for creation is an opportunity to 

encounter Jesus and his love for us. So at the forefront of what we do should be 

the question: How will this help us/others encounter Jesus in the theme of harvest 

and care for creation? 
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